
Advertiser Qualification Criteria 
 

Here are the criteria we look at for each company in order to qualify them to 
receive “The Stamp of Aloha” and become an approved member of the 
ReferAloha community.  We reexamine each of these areas quarterly to 

make sure our users have the most current information.  If there are other 
areas that you would like us to consider, please send them to us for review.  

Mahalo 
 

• Better Business Bureau – We check the Better Business Bureau’s 
online records to ensure that each company has a rating of satisfactory 
or better.  Companies receive additional consideration if they are a 
member of the Better Business Bureau. 

• Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs – Having a 
current and valid license is vitally important.  We make sure each 
company is properly licensed for the category they are in. 

• Consumer Protection – We check the online records of the State of 
Hawaii Office of Consumer Protection and the Regulated Industries 
Complaints Office of the Department of Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs which provides information on closed complaints with each 
agency.  The purpose of this check is to ensure that the complaints 
were brought to closure in a satisfactory and/or reasonable manner. 

• Hawaii Judicial System – We will search Hawaii State records to 
locate any past lawsuits filed against these companies.  If the actions 
taken by the company were appropriate and justified, they will be 
allowed to become an approved member. 

• Chamber of Commerce – Because membership with a chamber 
shows a company’s commitment to the business community and long-
term vision, we will give additional consideration to those companies 
who belong to a local chamber.  Specifically, we will look for 
membership in the Hawaii Chamber of Commerce but will also 
consider other chambers a company notifies us about.  

• Years in Business – The number of years a company has been in 
business is an important factor.  We require a minimum of one year in 
business in the State of Hawaii to become an approved member.  
Additional consideration will be given to those in business longer. 

• General Excise License – Finally, we check to make sure a 
company has filed properly to do business in the State of Hawaii. 


